
A VENETIAN STUDY,

.THE iWRTfNG PRESS IN THE CTTT OF THE

.Vbe bi.ta.ry af lhe Vanellan printlng proa la

yj'.I atteBBth R-d wlth -i.lig.-n. reaeajehaTHlanipl.-e.:.'!.'!": bi thla benutiful voliirae tbc

ShoTand publb rtkd. U-vcevWcntly
iriven to avake 11 nol only. a true record nnd

£.,,.»,,. .,i-.:-r-.».»,.-nl.:..«»".*£
tl,.- Iraoortanop and interesl ol the aubjcct, »ir.

r

''

Brov, ui expended greal labor upon

e,":l:.a, I!-.-""'- '¦",T':V^gjeu.at.he.riBp apon I^W^WJ
ba. r,.luced :. tbe appc di-ea, wh. .cup>

fullv balf . of the nuw-aive volnme. Of
""'

. ,-. 0| the Lnrormation tbna

hrou, - baa been prim "' r"«

. ttK?
and ... woi IWc tn - gei*

BfJltiV original pappra are fnll ol f. and

..t a few nmoiig Ihen, Hliiminate tbc detoito of

.rinting¦ -..¦."
P

..... ... V.w.t.b.fulnea.
that leavea nothing ta I.rirM *» "* h£
,,..,,! portlon ol hia oomprehenalve work. Mr.

Brown naturallj devoiea apeeial attention a tbe

yelatlona of tbc Venellan printlng preaa t. ihe

mnreh and the Stale. Tbe Pirpiimstanpoe i.n

Venlce were Indeed nol radi. .11.1 illtTcrcm lYnm

those in mhei Stalea rluring tbeperlodac nc<

In all alike a .trngs c ".¦.. on on the one .ide

to establish ii.lom nf thoiigbl and cxpreaBion,
andontheotl.il to aecure ponlFM of both. to tbe

tajd t;;:,t they mlghl be eoropplled to aprve the

rlr.nnrii.-it powera, or, failing thia, tbal they mlghl
be sui.prcf.- "I.
The .¦]..-<. retettonahip whleh r»incldeiir«

Wr,,i, t hetweeq the printlng preaa and the

Reformation inevitably impellcd the Chnrch of

Bome to grapplc al onee and parneatlv wlth tbe

¦ewagencj for dlaacmlnal ng thought and hereay.
Tbe Inquisitinn nnd the Index were tbe Inatrii-

menUlil paemployed for tbia purpoae. and bal M

one oircumal ince II acema qnite poaaibk that the

nnPo.ua! roateal mlghl have ended In lhe eom

plrte extlnction of printlng. Thal aavhig Pir

eumatanoc waa lhe clvil power'a conatanl kalmtay
of the ecdeaiaaticol powcr. The confllci hetween

Church and Slate waa ror oen1 iriea ccntred unon

tbe rival clainui of Popea and Kinff lo -¦¦;¦ «

iopremapy. The tcmporal pretentiona o Kon.p

eontinually embroilpd her with the rulera of

Eurone. and tlie Ropublic ol Yenicc waa not leaa

determined than the Kinaa ol France and fc.m-

-erora of Germany to reaiai all ibeir nttempts
Roman domination. So far aa belief in free

thoughl waa conccrned. tbe Venetian oligarchv aaa

r. more liberal or advancod than the hurcb.

Jn fael. wben tli- printlng preaa was nol being

] iraased hy the Inqulailion M waa generally m

difficulties with the Statc; and could tbc two

.owera ever have come Inl accord witb one an-

otler tbc presa roual have pprlahpd betvveen the

uppcr and Ibe netlier mill-atonc. Fortunately for

eiviliaation tbc Republio olajerved all the pro-

aecdinga ol Rome with o vigilanl and

eve and wbile on abstracl principlca il illd no

reoogniic the freedom of tlie i lims preaa. H

atrongly dlsapproved of Interference in iie

0B the parl of a forcign Powcr. The Venetian

lepublic waa then in tbc pride of ita atrength and

reputation. and apl t, ,lo thimra with lhe

hand But the time had n«l ypl 'n anv

Btate could afford to apl a1 aa ht the g i«atly

weapona of thr Qhurel Sceptiral and
rulers there were: men who amiled ai ihe fulnuna-

tiona of the Vatican nnd dcapiapd the -.-"-" nl

tbe inqnlaitioa. Bul tbeae dared nol avow their

gaeotal attitod*. and experh?nct bad taught them

tha. the Umil of their ventnrea in oppoaltioa to

Rome waa to be femnd in the credulity and aupei

Btition of their Igi ran! aubjecta With

Jatter the eemmlnatory formulae of the Church

were verv rral and very dreadfnl tblnaja. "-

eammiinleation and laterdlci were eapaMe ol

blaiting tbe proaperity and diaorganiging the ao-

cial sy-.en. of almoM .all conntriea. Once

Uuncbpd, Iheae terriblc meaaures laolatcl -

Bonareborthegovernmenl attaekod, aml atnppcd
hin, of the defenoe afforde.1 by the loy H> ul -

people: and by anappnding all tbc
eonvertedexeryone ol hlaaubjccta int- n

,-nemv and a Itrei ll gitator for tbc >

ef thal BubmiBaion which could aloig rt th.

curse rrom tbe bonncd lerritor> -

that tbe hangbtieal and oatensibly tbe al

rulers feared ta go to eatrcmea in their dliputei
Witb Kome. 'lii.'.V klievv tbal they enild not dC-

pend upon tbeil owa Mibject* in sueh a eaaV, and

Ihat they WCN more lik.dy to be depc^d them-

la-lves thaa to ejonqnei the Vatican.
Then- was Indecd bul one poinl on wbich thej

leli it.eaaary to make a rcsolute atand. and
tbia »as .!" queBtlon oi aupreme ae. ilar author-

itv Tbe Roman weapona losl tbctr terrora bcre

Iweauae anbmiaaion to Roman arrogance would coal

,l,rm aa mnch aa tbey conld possibly he mulPtpd
Ihrough excommanication and interdlct. ibeu

govereignty waa tbeU mr. and thej mual and

would li-l.t for li to tbe Wtter end, no maiter

whal tbe Mnaequeneea. Whenevei tbia laaue w .-

jolne.1 therefore. tbe rtruggle waa llerce and pn>
traoted, nnd the Church waa often compclh
retire diacomlii ¦.!. Thls happened in the

ihc prlnting-preaa ln several counuiea, nnd once

at least in Veniee the Inquiaition appears to bave

liea-n eithei dnv-n oul or .ilenced. I""r a .pace
.f Botne twentj Bve fcara, al the cleae of tbe »ix

livnth and opcniag ol the aeventeenth wntunet,

Ibe reeord ol proaa triala la blank, though Immedi

ately before Ibe beginnlng of tbia period
had beea aa average .,i flfty triala a year for

¦mm tlme. Bul it araa nol alwaya or long ao.

The Btrengtb of the Veaetlan Kepublie had cul-
Boiaated and waa on 1 ;"> T;''¦ -'l' ,h<
at le with tbe Inquiaition i nd tbe Congrega
tion of the Index waa kepl up atubbornly, tbe

aeeulai governmenl thcreaftei Ifpgan to l"--

pr.,,.,,1. 01 co inw tbc intere ta ol tl prit
, H were pal in tbe ba. kgl 'I d ''- -. tbia
long e,,i,i.-t.. Wben tl." ln |uiaition hud ita owu

was II cxereiaed n minutc and pxaaperating in

queat, ¦ houae to bouae aearch, nnd pul on trial
every'one even found ia I .¦. aame hotuae wlth

heretlcal booka, wbetber or nol there was any

evidence o1 propriptorehip. Mr. Brown givea par-
tieulara of one ol tbeae triala Irom tlie reeord, nnd

it Btrikingly lUuatratea the nature and extenl of
Ihc domiuion Plaimed and pxereiaed by the . hurch
nvrr the cultivatiotTof tbc human mind. h aomc

icaprcta Vcni e aank below Spain In tliis regard.
Spain at leaal nnxintaliied her own control over

tlie Cfeneorahip, and would Bone of the Roman
Index Bul Venice Ronietiniea waa not atrnng
enough lo pn.tecl berself and had t.. mbmil to
\l.. tyranny under futile proteal

Tlie Ceaaorahip, wbich Mr. Brown cxamlnea very
fall.v aml carel illy, waa in ita fundamental prin-
etple- boatik to all intellectual growth and
aaugitaa. and 11 made comparalively liltlc differ
ence wbetbej il waa adminiatered bj Statc oi

Chareb, l.. >t:i hcing equally illiheral Tho Sl te
waa ji.-t aa r -.. in Vei ice ai le al t" pnt down
hereay aa the < bureb. The only diapute \\:..- aa

to wlm abould carrj on tlie work ol auppreesion.
So between Ua? two arl.itraTy powere tiie Veneiian
printin^ preaa Inevitably lell froni n* priatine higli
ratate, ;i:..! tbe fortunea .'1 the Im.ikeelleri ol
aaeeaaity followed theae ..i the prinfera. Tbe
BeaiUon <.! ile Venetlan Heignory in tlie mattri
wai. nntenablc. li aaw and deplored tlie uVcline
of t'uis on. " Houi - :' !l 04

tt w.i* liii.i..n_i.l-. ""11111,111.-. i" > ¦.in..In.. cenaor-

ahip Itarlf, aad to all tbe prlnelplra >,i tbe Roman
Cangngalluii. ll eould do nothing to hinder the
xnivi.ii-t. Whal it tri-il i" -i" oaly ahowa how
tolin.l even ilie mr».i int.-lli.e.ii ilie.i vven- lo ilie
gggraanaa «,i aai k and effn t Attempta a>re made
to re*t,,re t!e eomaWBCIClal st.-.t'i* "I tlw* piifitin:
pre.** i'v !..-.- ui,ni. !. had fallen ufl aa an arl
Ja> ik* were |.rin1" i UOIT .iii.l Oiore ''¦ .11 i'-'l
ink and pi m aorh were alikc inlei m

ren.i-'ly aoaghl i<> i*- applled waa a atatatc ii\i",
a fctandaid ol e\cellenie, I<«. It.\v wbich 0o pn.il.r
fc_tOU.il Su- u* courac il uud _.¦¦ cllect. Tiu- piiLt-

lag-anjM only became more drmomliTed. < hnr--h

aad statc betwtan tbaoa had klfled the poor aleliaa.
\|| tl.- prinleia who rrtninrd any meana hrtl

Venice in Ibe bcuininnir of thr Keventornth rrntnry.

and so far aa '.he printinjz-proi* was eorrerned.
lebabed roisht have lavn wnt.en on the proud
city'. walla. Thr atory nf this destruetinn of a

creat and bcnctiecnt indnstrv la interrstinc and

inatroctire, and Mr. Brown hag told it **W *nd

well, with aboBdaal uVtail and uneiiuallfd btoro

oi anthorities.
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